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e need some more interchangeable parts to publishi Ue arc most
interasted in.currecnt part numbers of oridginal replacement partsa
and of course ve would alsu like part numbors of parts that are
not originals bu¢ nevertheless will 7it. Howevora please state
which is the case when you send the numuersi: also on vhich of the
€cars can these parts be found 1f knouwun?

Plezasc let us know if anyone has suggestions for reducing the inter-
ference usually found in a radio installed in an L£lite other than
the usual spark plug and coil suppressors. Lte. Rlobert Jd. drakey

nas an & band radio installed that picks up only (limax musice.

Oest Wishes .

Sarbara and Bill Hutton

Post 0ffice Box 351
Clarksvilles Tennessee 37040
L15-54y8-111% ~ O7fice
b15=-375-3358 ~ lHone

FOR SALE )

Fully modified Stage IV FUWA/FUE Cylinder heads bare $150.03
Barry Schein 080 « 41.230th streets dueens Villagea Hew Yorka 11427
{2123 4Lu-BLYY

FREE

Radio = Used on Elite- Albert L. Suwanka Jr. J1E~10th Avenue
Anchorages Alask 99501



The foliowing §s 3~ e@x*ract Trem Hewsstter of the English @5
W2 think it makes an intaresting atory,

-
Laa

! Dover/Ostend crossing, May 1970, off at esbout 6.30 I think, no
passenger, willch meant I could please myself about mileage end stope.
Cn through Belgium, down the German Autobahn and through Switzerlapd.
Tried to get over the St., Gothard, 2espite 'Road Closed' notices
(snow) ~ got almost to the top in & snow storm and then had to |
give up. Had dinner cn the way back down - under the St. Gothard

by train and stopped for the first rmight within 40 miles of Italy,
having done about 830 miles in that day. Second day using the :
Atortradg as puch an sogcibla oy lown Dtody ho abont 00 plles

seuth ¢f Fapies, where 1 stupped for the nlght. The third day
required s much shorter drive to the 'Toe' and crossed over into
Sicily by ferxy, ending three most enjoyeble days needed to motoz

to Sicily, with daily mileages of 830, 750 and 650.

Missed practice as it was a day early, to avoid a local festival,
but managed to have a good look round the hotel gesrages 2t the caxs
and temma - Porches just have to win, they take about 10 times

as many spars parts as anyone else and take the Targa very

geriously - they did, of course, win again this year. For the

night 1 slept on the mountain on the ground in my sleeping bag and
alongside my faithful Elite., D.S.J, said he had not seen an Elite
south of iMilan before, which pleassed me greatly., I was up at 7.00
as it started to rain, wunich continued most of the morning. The day
before I had driven rourd the circuit to choose & good viewing spot
in the tdlls and had found one from which I could see the road winding
up for about three miles to a tight corner, cars only about 5/6 feet
away, wonderful for pictures and taped noises,

To avoid traffic back to the boat, I went ‘the long wey rourd, to
have a look at Mount Eina, - wish I had'nt ~ the roads are very bad,
and at one point it waa necessary to do about 10 miles in first
gear 1o aveid potholea. The Lotus gtood up very well, only & bit
of exhaust pipe rubbing which later had to be welded in Switzerlaend.

I returned home by the same route and with continual motoring at
between B0 and 100 with an occasional burst to an indicated 110, I
gradually started tv use o0il to say the least. Well, not use it,

but spill it. This is e fault I have found dl aleng with the Elits,
I just could not keep it o0il tight (I have found fine threads used in
an aluminium block to0 leak, and I have since drilled and tapped thenm
to coarss threads and hava, after 18 months ox so, Just about stopped
the leaks,

esss/2



Mayve I have been unlucky, ox careless., Water has been my only
othax. problem, having been ussd to Porches, this serves me zight
of course, head gaskets.lesking etc. etc. (now all sorted out,
‘I hope) I was caxrying several litres of oil, and was: now
pouring it in, in great quantities all the way home.

Just beyond Bingen, near Frankfurt, the engine ceme to 3

quiet sand yather dignified stop, right outside a vexry halpful
hotel, English spoken by the lady proprietor axd everyone vexry
kind. . I used their car park ard investigatsd, finding that ths
fitre timing wheel had sitripped. 1 therefore telephoned .
Climax and the AA, and got a new wheel, chain and gaskeis

out by plane within about 3 days. . Put it all together agaln,
8%ill would not start. Checked valve timing yet again. All
well, but 8till no life. I gave up and was recommendsd to a
VW/Porche gavage-in Bingen. You would not believe how helpful

-

they were. Spotless floozm, three free lunches while I viorked on the .

car in their garage, They found the fault, but only afier having

been just am baffled as I was - no compression - the pistons having .

got out of phass with the valves had bent all the valve heads. I+
stripped the head but was not eble to reclaim the valves and new
onos wore obviously needed which wonld memn ansthew 3/4 daya delay
walting for the new valves 1o come out from Climax. The garage -
owner spent a whole morning telephoning all over Germany to try.
and find valves of & similar size (I had. two new spares with. ma)
No Iuck, he then proceeds to have an expert friend of his cut. some
411 V¥ valves down to size and these made an exeellent z:aplacemanﬁ.
They also ground the head while it was off %o 42y to stop ths °
water leaks: At the end of the repair, all they would taks wap
less than £10; this being the cost of the valves, plus the fee

of the expert who cut them to size. Wish we had such service ovey
hexa., Perhaps one day Common Market competition will foxce ouz -
motor trede into an acceptable state of efficlency, soxry -
0l4 Ergland. (I ran cn these valves for about 4,000 miles% than
on home ~ fog from Brussels to Ostend - and caught the boat by .
only & few geconds. I think they muat have been waiting bacau;a.i..'
the doors closed behind me, Dover and home to the ard of 8 -
most.enjoyable holiday. Even the breakdown which could have
happensd to any car, even the bost, tut not ocutlside a more
halpful hotel or so neax to such an excelient garsge. Eappy
Fiite mtoxing. I loved 1%,° '
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~Bra B,_karg3dw had~some—interesting experitnies when re doove
kis Efire feem sndianapoiis to Gaithers Turgs and we though:
YO w».(d enioy reading about them,

Perkaps ¥du would like to hear the sagza of mr Lotus®
transportztisp from Indiagnzpolis to Caithersburg. Md.
dven thauern the car hed very low milage and vas in
the leasr exotic ztaew of trve, it wax gtartinz teo
nake & “clicking - noizr and was burving e0il at a fan..
tastic rate. For these reasers, 1 thought thar I
would hrine the rar Sut te Marvlaand {suburban » S )
£0 that ! could rebuild the ragine. Several alternative
methods of rerting the car out here were convidered.
- The easicst seemed ro be to drive i%. Armed with .
#3l, ex*ra parts, and a very well equired tool kirv, )
" ¥ started ont,

At the Ohis...Indiana state line there was g sudden drop in »il prascura,

and smoka startad ballowing from under the hood. I shut off the iznition
and instantly raised the hood. The smoke appeared to bs coming from

the exhaunst manifold. Luckily the preodblem was easy to gpot.- The plastic
2il line from engzine to pressure gauge had vibrated igainat the manifald
and burned in *tvo. A spezdy repair was affected by cutting a dige fronm

2 pisce of gasket material which was used to cover the hole in the engine
fitting left after the remaining piece of 9il line was ramoved.

I then contirued merrily on my way marvel*ng at the effxuiepcy of the
heater, sound prooflng and weather stripping of this. delightful little
car., Even though I was reguiring a quart of oil every 150 niles; the
trip was fairly economical sinca I was getting 35-38 miles per gallon.
It had been raining off and on during the trip, and I had been using the
wipers intermitteutly, Outside of w#heeling, W.V., the rain increased.

This necessitated uvsing the wipers conatantly. Suddenlv vhile passing
‘a big truck whose wheels were just at the fight height to cover the .

car with a dirty spray, the wipersquit working, Grossing wy. fingers,
1 Yeaded for the side of the road not really having any idea cfits
ccndition. Thank.goodness it was fairly firm, Pulling out my ssrvice’
manunal,; read that the wind-zhield wiper motor was protectad by a
he;t_sensitxv* overload switch, Sitting for 15 minutzs zllowsd it te
00l down. During this time, I removed the right wind-ahisld wiper

ta decraase the load »n the motor. Thie got me back on my way.:

By the time thatr 1 got to the Pa, Turnpike, the rain had stoppeq and -

I was sveragirg 65 milss per hour. Suddenly the noise increased in
frequency arnd volume., Two miles outside Bedford, Pa., I aeclded te
£top, check the 0il and let things cool down, The o0il lcoked v;K. with

“ud particulate metal noted., After 1/2 hour, I decided to restapt the

car and try to centinue., It wouldn't start, - Removal of the spark plugs
showed ‘that none were foculed. 1 disconected the fuel line at the carb
and turred  the engine over, nc gas came forth. I reconnected thia lins
and disconnected the one attached to the fuel pump, Lowering this be-
1ow fuel tank level produced a frees flow of gas. The trouble muast be

in the fuel pump. This we3 ea3ily removed and blowing through it and
sucking on it showed that the wvalves werse functioning properly.  Also,
There must not be too big a hole in the diaphragwm (if, indeed, this was
the problem) since thers was mo loss of preasurs waer blowing in the in-
let sids while plugging the cutflow side.. Puzzled, I disassembled the
runp along the side of the Turnpike by flash-light. The car had slways
had 2 tendency to vapor lock ever since I had owned it, and the reason



was apparent, The key on the end <f the rod attached to the diaphra;m:
wasntt hooked in the rocker arm assembly, Therefore, the diaphragm was
pushed up, hut it wasn'*t pulled back down., I ¢stimate that the purp

pust have only bhesn working at 103 efficiency-=if tha Elite hadn't begn
3o miserly with gas, it probably wouldn't have run at all. The fuel puwp
was terltaced and the car started right up, but now it was msk1§§ more
ncise than previcuzly. Two and 1/2 hours slong the turnpiks V%‘h“ms‘bl‘
keod uwp kad produced no affers of asgistanze, and sipncg a1t is implesidle
to tow an Elite, I decided to try apd mak: it to the next exit.

By this time the en3ine was making so much noise that I ¢opuld hardly (“)
Laar the attendant at the toll booth as he told me haw much I owed. I
ontinued on te a 24 hour sepvice station and just as I 3°t-th§§°£ tae
Sggtangarked decrease in power. I laft the car . and - odta na‘

2 reac=a~car tron Hertzs (which, by the way, 12 not arn easy undertakin,

at 11:30 PM in Bedford, Pa.)., The next day I managed to obtain a fla*
bed trailer and bring the car back. Since 1 live in a toewnhouse apar:
ment, it seemed like the only thing to be done with the car if I was
going %o be able teo wori: onm it, was to put it in the “inished recreatic:
roam, By removing the =liding gla22 deor and using the ranps fram the
trailear, this was effected., Ny wife is coucerned that the minagement
way object, but I have assured Yer that we can cover the car. pat maga
rines on it, and tell them that it is a new-style coffee tahle, Anyway
I have drained the fluids out of the car and have cardboerd vadsar it.

The only c¢lue to the troukle 30 far is a large piece of what appears t-
be aluminum casting. I had originally thought that i bad dropred 3 valwe
sacondary te a broken spring and that it had gone threugh a piston, but
now I wonder if perhaps I have a broken rod with block damage. Right
n¢w I am im the process »f preparing for ny nati+pal board exam in
anesthesiology which will be in March so the actual diagnosis will bhave
to wait until after this tinme.. : (*)
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. CONTIMUED LIST OF PUSLICATLIONS CONTAINING LOTUS ELITE ARTICLES

C

i r
l Hame of ﬁ Page |
Mo« | Kawe of Article }Puhlication,}nuthor bate |[Nos. |Description
- | | |
(*J 41 BT Cars are Here'to Stay 3.C.1. ;AlexanderFe$5@.5H1Ei Survoey of
? f o A ]b_fq!popular Grand
' : i ‘t Touring Cars
. [ 1
42 lLotus Cars of america . S.C.i. : May LO] 24 | Advertise
i ; i lment
! i 1
43 Lotus Elite . S.C.1. Phipps 2&une£&l3213i Competion
g . 1 i i 7?8 jElite Rd.
i o : i . Test
i o i !
44 | Lotus i S.Ceis ; iduly&ﬂ 75 MWdvertise
| i i | llent
45 Endurance is Emphasizéd Selels ;Alexand%r0ctht 3&-41} Lellans Raport
| | ; 40-61 2 Liter Elite
4. | Trio Lotus © ¢ &b - iNov-hl ?b  Advertise.
: i - 7 ;
4? | Road Tester®s Holidayg C &b ‘Alexanddrfeb.2] 30-32! liotoring
; : L9 Priters Test
! { { day at Good-
| ! ' Wood
45 | Sebring i C aD Schulke |[June L3 24~32| Davis /Pulver
! T gfth Overall
_ - R b
: I
L] The Lotus That Cane . . . . -
- , & b llay wuly bg #0-43) Constructing
in a Crate j | an Elite at
; : Home
50 24 Heures du Hans C &b Schulke wept b2 23-~27] Hobbs/Gardner
: ' ' R Alexander 1 7 | 8th Overall
51 The Unexcitable Engli%h- i ;
man ; € aD Hay Ycte b2| ?73~77?] liike Parkes
! ' i ! Racing Bio-
i graphy
52 Tourist Trophy ¢ 2D AlexanderHow.Lbd- L9 | Hunt ?th Over-
: i |a111 Taylor
! 1Under 2 Liter
! necora
53 ol Heuras bu lans L Phipps PBept &3 2L~-28: bagstaff/
! Fergusson
' i 11th Overall
54 |The Hobbs Hecha-iiatic: € & D Norbye 9ct.b3|?77-85] Automatic
' | Gearbox for
iElite
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- One last thlng - J.aat month'e newaletter had s guegbion from-a .
_ gantleman about_front llscenas plate. lacation. I brouani_ thls Qroblem N
“up at the loecal office of the CALLT Highwap fatrol 2 years ago, ang. " fﬁ\
they suggssted I place the plate insids thedalrscoops I've Dwen'” °
stopped once,'but ag thia L\s technleally a fegel instailation lw
Sallif, ; bhere was no groblam ones, I .shoned the of ilggxtﬂggxgwlgmﬁﬁgnwmwmnnw
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